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Big Idea
Authority isn't designed to TRAP you. Authority is designed to SAVE you.

How you respond to SEEN authority will affect how you respond to UNSEEN authority.

How you respond to PHYSICAL authority will affect how you respond
to SPIRITUAL authority.

Romans 13:1-5

' Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and
those in positions of authority have been placed there by God.

2S0 anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted,
and they will be punished.

3 For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are
doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and
they will honor you.

4 The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong, of
course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are God’s
servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong.

5 So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep a clear
conscience.

The Devil makes you focus on what you CAN'T do and causes you to ignore what
God IS DOING.

Don't focus on your CAN'T. Focus on HIS do!

1 Samuel 10:1-9 (NLT)

'Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it over Saul’s head. He kissed Saul and
said, “l am doing this because the Lord has appointed you to be the ruler over Israel, his
special possession.

2 When you leave me today, you will see two men beside Rachel’s tomb at Zelzah, on
the border of Benjamin. They will tell you that the donkeys have been found and that



your father has stopped worrying about them and is now worried about you. He is asking,
‘Have you seen my son?’

3 “When you get to the oak of Tabor, you will see three men coming toward you who are
on their way to worship God at Bethel. One will be bringing three young goats, another
will have three loaves of bread, and the third will be carrying a wineskin full of wine.

4 They will greet you and offer you two of the loaves, which you are to accept.

5 “When you arrive at Gibeah of God, where the garrison of the Philistines is located, you
will meet a band of prophets coming down from the place of worship. They will be
playing a harp, a tambourine, a flute, and a lyre, and they will be prophesying.

6 At that time the Spirit of the Lord will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy
with them. You will be changed into a different person.

7 After these signs take place, do what must be done, for God is with you.

8 Then go down to Gilgal ahead of me. | will join you there to sacrifice burnt offerings and
peace offerings. You must wait for seven days until | arrive and give you further
instructions.”

9 As Saul turned and started to leave, God gave him a new heart, and all Samuel’s signs
were fulfilled that day.

1 Samuel 13:1-13 (NLT)

' Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned for forty-two years.

2 Saul selected 3,000 special troops from the army of Israel and sent the rest of the men
home. He took 2,000 of the chosen men with him to Micmash and the hill country of
Bethel. The other 1,000 went with Saul’s son Jonathan to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin.
3Soon after this, Jonathan attacked and defeated the garrison of Philistines at Geba. The
news spread quickly among the Philistines. So Saul blew the ram’s horn throughout the
land, saying, “Hebrews, hear this! Rise up in revolt!”

4 All Israel heard the news that Saul had destroyed the Philistine garrison at Geba and
that the Philistines now hated the Israelites more than ever. So the entire Israelite army
was summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

5 The Philistines mustered a mighty army of 3,000 chariots, 6,000 charioteers, and as
many warriors as the grains of sand on the seashore! They camped at Micmash east of
Beth-aven.

6 The men of Israel saw what a tight spot they were in; and because they were hard
pressed by the enemy, they tried to hide in caves, thickets, rocks, holes, and cisterns.

7 Some of them crossed the Jordan River and escaped into the land of Gad and Gilead.
Meanwhile, Saul stayed at Gilgal, and his men were trembling with fear.

8 Saul waited there seven days for Samuel, as Samuel had instructed him earlier, but
Samuel still didn’t come. Saul realized that his troops were rapidly slipping away.

9 So he demanded, “Bring me the burnt offering and the peace offerings!” And Saul
sacrificed the burnt offering himself.

10 Just as Saul was finishing with the burnt offering, Samuel arrived. Saul went out to meet
and welcome him,

"but Samuel said, “What is this you have done?”



Saul replied, “I saw my men scattering from me, and you didn’t arrive when you said you
would, and the Philistines are at Micmash ready for battle.

2 So | said, ‘The Philistines are ready to march against us at Gilgal, and | haven’t even
asked for the Lord’s help!” So | felt compelled to offer the burnt offering myself before you
came.”

13 “How foolish!” Samuel exclaimed. “You have not kept the command the Lord your God
gave you. Had you kept it, the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel
forever.



