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BIG IDEA | We need a SAVIOR, not a SEASON… even a season of SELF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Luke 18:9-14 (NLT) 
9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own 
righteousness and scorned everyone else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One 
was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by 
himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other people—
cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice a week, 
and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as 
he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I 
am a sinner.’ 14 I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. 
For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 
be exalted.” 
   
THE ONLY COMPARISON SHOULD BE TO GOD...NOT OTHERS 
 
OUR ONLY HOPE IS FOR GOD'S MERCY AND COMPASSION...NOT IN LIVING A 
BETTER LIFE. 
 
DON'T CONGRATULATE YOURSELF FOR BEING A GOOD PERSON. 
Romans 2:1-3 (NLT) 
1 You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no 
excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning 
yourself, for you who judge others do these very same things. 2 And we know that God, 
in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 3 Since you judge others for 
doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the 
same things?  
 
 
 
 



DON’T CONFUSE GOD’S PATIENCE AND MERCY WITH GOD’S APPROVAL. 
Romans 2:4-5 (NLT) 
4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this 
mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your 
sin? 
5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up 
terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous 
judgment will be revealed 
 
Matthew 5:45b (NLT) 
45 For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just 
and the unjust alike. 
 
DON'T BELIEVE THE LIE THAT GOOD PEOPLE GO TO HEAVEN. 
Romans 2:6-13 (NLT) 
6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done. 7 He will give eternal life to 
those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that 
God offers. 8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, 
who refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of wickedness. 9 There will be trouble 
and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing what is evil—for the Jew first and also for 
the Gentile. 10 But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who do 
good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism. 
12 When the Gentiles sin, they will be destroyed, even though they never had God’s 
written law. And the Jews, who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law when they 
fail to obey it. 13 For merely listening to the law doesn’t make us right with God. It is 
obeying the law that makes us right in his sight.  
 
DON'T DISMISS THE MORAL CODE THAT WE ARE ALL BORN WITH.  
Romans 2:14-16 (NLT) 
14 Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know his law when 
they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God’s 
law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or 
tell them they are doing right. 16 And this is the message I proclaim—that the day is 
coming when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life. 
 
“If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the most 
probable explanation is that we were made for another world.” ― C.S. Lewis  
Romans 3:23-26 (NLT) 
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his 
grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed 
us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. 
People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding 
his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not 
punish those who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in 



what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for 
he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in 
Jesus. 
 
 


