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BIG IDEA | Pride builds towers. Humility takes up a cross.  
 
Genesis 11:1-9 (NLT) 
1 At one time all the people of the world spoke the same language and 
used the same words. 2 As the people migrated to the east, they found 
a plain in the land of Babylonia and settled there. 
3 They began saying to each other, “Let’s make bricks and harden them 
with fire.” (In this region bricks were used instead of stone, and tar was 
used for mortar.) 4 Then they said, “Come, let’s build a great city for 
ourselves with a tower that reaches into the sky. This will make us 
famous and keep us from being scattered all over the world.” 
5 But the Lord came down to look at the city and the tower the people 
were building. 6 “Look!” he said. “The people are united, and they all 
speak the same language. After this, nothing they set out to do will be 
impossible for them! 7 Come, let’s go down and confuse the people 
with different languages. Then they won’t be able to understand each 
other.” 
8 In that way, the Lord scattered them all over the world, and they 
stopped building the city. 9 That is why the city was called 
Babel, because that is where the Lord confused the people with 
different languages. In this way he scattered them all over the world. 
 
 
 



Matthew 16:24-25a (NLT) 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my 
follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and 
follow me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 (NLT) 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.19 Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
 


