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BIG IDEA | Don't wander in fear, WALK in FAITH.

Fear procrastinates. FAITH PREPARES.

Fear sees obstacles. FAITH sees OPPORTUNITY.

Numbers 13:25-33 (NLT)

25 After exploring the land for forty days, the men returned 2° to
Moses, Aaron, and the whole community of Israel at Kadesh in the
wilderness of Paran. They reported to the whole community what they
had seen and showed them the fruit they had taken from the

land. 2’ This was their report to Moses: “We entered the land you sent
us to explore, and it is indeed a bountiful country—a land flowing with
milk and honey. Here is the kind of fruit it produces.

28 But the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large
and fortified. We even saw giants there, the descendants of

Anak! 2° The Amalekites live in the Negev, and the Hittites, Jebusites,
and Amorites live in the hill country. The Canaanites live along the
coast of the Mediterranean Sea and along the Jordan Valley.”

30 But Caleb tried to quiet the people as they stood before Moses.
“Let’s go at once to take the land,” he said. “We can certainly conquer
it!”

31 But the other men who had explored the land with him disagreed.
“We can’t go up against them! They are stronger than we are!” 32 So



they spread this bad report about the land among the Israelites: “The
land we traveled through and explored will devour anyone who goes
to live there. All the people we saw were huge. 33 We even saw giants
there, the descendants of Anak. Next to them we felt like
grasshoppers, and that’s what they thought, too!”

Fear rebels. FAITH RELIES.

Numbers 14:1-12 (NLT)

1 Then the whole community began weeping aloud, and they cried all
night. 2 Their voices rose in a great chorus of protest against Moses
and Aaron. “If only we had died in Egypt, or even here in the
wilderness!” they complained. 3 “Why is the Lord taking us to this
country only to have us die in battle? Our wives and our little ones will
be carried off as plunder! Wouldn’t it be better for us to return to
Egypt?” * Then they plotted among themselves, “Let’s choose a new
leader and go back to Egypt!”

> Then Moses and Aaron fell face down on the ground before the
whole community of Israel. ® Two of the men who had explored the
land, Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, tore their
clothing. ” They said to all the people of Israel, “The land we traveled
through and explored is a wonderful land! 8 And if the Lord is pleased
with us, he will bring us safely into that land and give it to us. It is a
rich land flowing with milk and honey. ® Do not rebel against the Lord,
and don’t be afraid of the people of the land. They are only helpless
prey to us! They have no protection, but the Lord is with us! Don’t be
afraid of them!”

10 But the whole community began to talk about stoning Joshua and
Caleb. Then the glorious presence of the Lord appeared to all the
Israelites at the Tabernacle. ! And the Lord said to Moses, “How long



will these people treat me with contempt? Will they never believe me,
even after all the miraculous signs | have done among them? 2 | will
disown them and destroy them with a plague. Then | will make you
into a nation greater and mightier than they are!”

Fear tries. FAITH TRUSTS.

Numbers 14:40-45 (NLT)

40 Then they got up early the next morning and went to the top of the
range of hills. “Let’s go,” they said. “We realize that we have sinned,
but now we are ready to enter the land the Lord has promised us.”

41 But Moses said, “Why are you now disobeying the Lord’s orders to
return to the wilderness? It won’t work. 2 Do not go up into the land
now. You will only be crushed by your enemies because the Lord is not
with you. *® When you face the Amalekites and Canaanites in battle,
you will be slaughtered. The Lord will abandon you because you have
abandoned the Lord.”

44 But the people defiantly pushed ahead toward the hill country, even
though neither Moses nor the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant left the
camp. ® Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in those
hills came down and attacked them and chased them back as far as
Hormabh.

GROUPS QUESTIONS
1. What stood out to you about this week’s sermon?
2. Discuss a time when you became so afraid of something you
froze. What were you afraid of? What happened?
3. Why is it easy to focus on fear rather than opportunities? How
can we shift our focus to ensure we don't miss out on
opportunities when we are afraid?



4. Why do we procrastinate when God calls us? What excuses do
you use instead of obeying God right away?

5. Read Numbers 14:1-12. When have you tried to do something in
your own strength instead of relying on God? Why do we do this?
Is there a place you are doing this in your life now?

6. Read Numbers 14:40-45. Where do you need to stop going the
wrong way and, instead, trust where God is leading?



